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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd February 2015 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  M Telling (Chairman), A Allen (Vice-Chairman), S Berlyn (ex officio),  
Mrs A Chapman, A Keeler, J Thomson, M Wood (ex officio) 
 
In Attendance: Mr R Cole-Jones (Danbury Society) 
   Mr J Stubbs, Chelmsford City Council  

Planning Enforcement Manager 
   Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
152  Planning Enforcement  
The Planning Enforcement Manager had attended the meeting to answer any 
questions from Members.  The following issues were discussed:   
 
It was reported that large Beer Festival signs were put up outside the Bakers Arms 
pub twice a year.  This was in the conservation area.  They were not currently in situ 
and would have to be reported and investigated when the next festival was held.  
The Enforcement Manager advised that there was scope within the regulations for 
local and charitable signs (subject to size etc.) to be displayed although a beer 
festival would probably not fall into this category.  The Assistant Clerk would report 
this issue when the sign had been put up.   
 
A query was raised regarding charity and local signs and that there was nothing in 
the regulations that exempted them from the usual rules.  The Enforcement Manager 
explained that it was discretionary to the Council if they decided to take enforcement 
action and that there was an increasing issue with cuts to staff and resources.  The 
Team had been reduced by over half and therefore priorities have had to be made 
when dealing with enforcement issues.  ECC Highways had the power to remove 
signs by the highway but tend to leave this to CCC.  Breaches that occur e.g. to 
listed buildings, protected trees and developments were considered a higher priority 
than signs.  The Council was not able to remove signs straightaway but were 
required to give written notice to the owner of the sign first (if known).  The target 
time for reports of unauthorised signs was 15 days.  Examples were given of 
schemes in Manchester and Plymouth where there were rapid response teams 
which removed signs within an hour.  The Enforcement Manager advised that these 
were likely to be prohibited areas which were not the case in Chelmsford.  CCC 
could remove fly posters if no owner could be identified.  The Street Cleansing Team 
had a good relationship with the Enforcement Team and they would advise if any 
signs were found.  CCC had a good record compared to other districts and had also 
taken action against advertising on vans and trailers.  This was a more difficult area 
to enforce as consent is not required if the vehicle is moved, only if it was static.   
 
A question was raised about regular offenders who place signs by the highways 
such as Kelly Turkeys at Christmas.  The Enforcement Manager confirmed that the 
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only option was to prosecute but that the decision to do this would have to be made 
by the Council.  Some businesses felt it was worth taking the fine to continue to 
advertise.   
 
It was asked if it would be legal for the Parish Council to remove signs.  The 
Enforcement Manager confirmed that Galleywood Parish Council had had delegated 
powers for this purpose but gave them back to CCC as there were insurance issues.   
 
A discussion was held regarding retrospective planning applications and 
inconsistencies in the outcomes between similar cases.  One case had had to apply 
for retrospective planning permission and the other was a closed enforcement case 
where it was not in the public interest to pursue as permission would be likely to be 
granted.  The Enforcement Manager advised that he would need to look at the 
correspondence for each case but that it may have been that the resident in one 
case contacted the Council directly for advice whereas the other was reported as a 
breach.  Each case was decided on its merits and householders were always sent a 
standard letter initially and advised of the options available to them to remedy the 
breach.  A resident would not be advised to put in a retrospective planning 
application that was expected to be refused.  He also advised that the team were 
hoping to introduce a new system where if the Parish Council has reported a breach 
which was then found to require a retrospective application (but would be within the 
guidelines), the Parish Council would have an opportunity to make further comments 
prior to the a decision being made on the case.   
 
A query was raised about possible enforcement action if a development had been 
carried out in accordance with approved plans but that the roofline extended beyond 
the original footprint of the building.  The Enforcement Manager advised that there 
would not be a breach if the approved plans had been adhered to and this would be 
a civil matter.  The Enforcement Team acted on issues that were reported to them in 
relation to resident issues.  There was a Compliance Officer who monitored non-
householder development on a pro-active basis.   
 
It was reported that there were numerous adverts in the vicinity of the Army and 
Navy Roundabout in Chelmsford.  The Enforcement Manager would investigate this.  
He also advised that the Enforcement Team were hoping to implement a new 
system for Parish Councils to be able to get up to date information on cases instead 
of the monthly report that was currently issued.   
 
Members thanked the Enforcement Manger for attending the meeting and for his 
teams’ assistance with issues that were reported from the Parish Office.   
 
The Enforcement Manager left the meeting at 8.20pm  
 
153  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted for Mr J Alexander.  Cllr Mrs Gardiner did not 
attend.   
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154  Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point, or as soon as they become aware of the 
interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days 
of the meeting, if they had not previously notified the Monitoring Officer about it.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 
There were no declarations of interest.   
 
155  Public Question Time 
There were no Members of the Public present.   
 
156  Minutes  
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2015 were 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
157  Planning Applications – Appendix A 
Two applications were considered and responses agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the responses to the planning applications in Appendix A be 
submitted to Chelmsford City Council, and that these applications did not need to be 
referred to the local Ward Members.   
 
158  Planning decisions – Appendix B 
Five planning decisions were received.   
RESOLVED:  to note the decisions shown in Appendix B.   
 
159  Tree Applications - Appendix C  
Two tree applications were considered and responses agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the responses in Appendix C be submitted to Chelmsford City 
Council 
 
160  Planning Appeals 
160.1  Tylarke, Southwood Chase:   Notification had been received that the appeal 
in respect of 14/01286/OUT was dismissed on 4th February 2015.   
160.2  Site at 20 Little Baddow Road:  Notification had been received that an 
appeal had been lodged in respect of 14/01656/OUT.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
161  CCC Planning Committee 
The meeting due to be held on 2nd March 2015 was cancelled as there was no 
business to consider.  The next meeting was scheduled for 31st March 2015.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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162  Planning Applications from Neighbouring Parishes 
The Assistant Clerk had downloaded the most recent planning applications from 
Sandon and Woodham Ferrers and Bicknacre Parish Council for Members to note.  
There was no updated information for Little Baddow.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
163  Maldon District – Local Development Plan Examination 
A Full Parish Council meeting was held on 18th February 2015 regarding the LDP 
and the traffic implications on the A414.  Cllr Berlyn gave a brief update to the 
Committee.  The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the letters agreed in the meeting on 
the 18th February had been sent.  It was noted that it might be useful for Members to 
carry out some traffic flow counts themselves for additional research prior to any 
meetings taking place.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
164  ECC Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions 
Members did not wish to submit any comments to this consultation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
165 Planning Enforcement Cases 
165.1  CCC Enforcement Record:  A new update was circulated.   
165.2  5 Hopping Jacks Lane:  The bricks were due to be tinted at the end of 
February and the CCC Compliance Officer will be visiting in March to check the 
work.  It was reported that the work had now been completed and was an 
improvement.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
166  Planning matters for report (for information only) 
There were no other planning matters members for report.   
 

167  Forthcoming meetings 2015 

Meetings are scheduled for 16th March, 13th April, 11th May and 1st June.   
 
Cllr Wood gave apologies for the 16th March.  Cllr Mrs Chapman gave apologies for 
the 13th April.  Cllrs Allen and Telling gave apologies for 11th May.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.    

 

Cllr Telling  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 
 
 
 
 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  23rd February 2015 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

 
Ref no Property Street name Proposal Committee 

date 
Comments Dec'n & 

Date 

14/02093/FUL 
Mr Lunt 
 

Bakers 
Cottages, 2 

Hyde Lane Single storey rear extension replacing existing 
extension 

23/02/15 No Comments  

15/00142/FUL 
Mr & Mrs Pain 
 

85 Main Road Removal of open timber front porch and 
replacement with brick porch 

23/02/15 No Comments  

 
 
 



 

 
DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  23rd February 2015 

Appendix B 
Planning Decisions 

 
Ref no Property Street 

name 
Proposal Committee 

date 
Comments Dec'n & Date 

14/01786/FUL Woodford Elm Green 
Lane 

Single storey rear garden room 
extension 

12/01/15 No comments Approved 
05/02/15 

14/02005/FUL 1 Mildmays First floor extension 12/01/15 We consider that the overall bulk of the 
property is out of keeping with the Mildmays 
street scene and is an over development of 
the site.  The application is in conflict with 
DPF's 1, 7 and 8 of the Danbury Planning 
Framework.  We therefore strongly object to 
this application.   

Refused 
04/02/15 

14/02066/FUL Broadoaks Great 
Gibcracks 
Chase 

Demolition of dwelling with lean-
to, domestic garage, chicken 
sheds, gas tanks, silo, shed and 
hardstanding; construction of 
replacement dwelling 

12/01/15 No comments other than the need to verify 
whether the previous property had an 
agricultural tenancy.  We are concerned that 
this sets an unacceptable precedent.   

Approved 
11/02/15 

14/02057/FUL 33 Parkdale Increased height roof to proposed 
garage conversion 

12/01/15 No comments Approved 
11/02/15 

14/02107/FUL 1 Barley 
Maed 

Single storey rear conservatory  
extension 

02/02/15 No Comments Approved 
16/2/15 

 



 

 
DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  23rd February 2015 

Appendix C 
Works to Trees 

 

Ref no TPO ref Property Street name Proposal Planning 
Ctte date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

15/05507/CAT  24 Main Road Holly (T1) - border between 24 & 18C Main 
Road - reduce top height by 2-3m, cutting to 
suitable growing points and shape to best 
effect; reduce lateral spread extending over 
18C Main Road to fence line; Holly (T2) - 
border between 24 & 18C Main Road - 
reduce top height by 6-7.5m, cutting to 
suitable growing points & shape to best 
effect; remove main northernly laterals, 
cutting to branch collar; reduce lateral spread 
extending over 18C Main Road to fence line. 

23/02/2015 No Comments  

15/05516/CAT  24 Main Road Christmas tree - south rear garden boundary 
of No 24, adjacent rear garden of 18b - fell 
the tree because of excessive shading and 
low amenity value. Its removal will allow me 
to plant a hedge to mark the boundary. The 
house I live in is one of 3 that were 
constructed in the late 1980s. My wife and I 
bought it new in 1990. the 3 houses were 
constructed on the old school playing field, 
and there had been a hedge marking the 
boundary with number 24. The builders who 
constructed the house removed the hedge 
and replaced it with a fence. Personally, I 
think that was an act of vandalism, and, at the 
time, the owners of No. 24 thought likewise. I 
want to put a hedge back, and the removal of 
this tree will facilitate this. 

23/02/2015 No Comments  

 


